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The importance of good 
communication skills should 

not be underestimated and at 
Maidenhill we want our students 
to develop the skills of speaking, 
listening, reading and writing to the 
best of their ability. 

Miss Kedward and Miss Newman 
have been devising some cunning 
ways to get students and staff 
talking about reading, as we know 
that reading can help students to 
extend their vocabulary as well as 
inspire their creativity and provide 
relaxation and enjoyment.  Staff 
are currently working on ways 
to support students to develop 

their writing skills across the 
curriculum and you may have heard 
your son / daughter talk about 
‘green pen work’. Students are 
asked to rewrite or redo sections 
of their work to make further 
improvements, following the advice 
from their teachers. The routine 
of checking work and of re-doing 
work is one which can have a 
significant impact on grades and 
levels and I am pleased to see how 
positively students are responding 
to this expectation to improve work 
even after it has been ‘finished’.

Parents and carers can also help 
students’ literacy by talking 
with them about their work and 
asking them to recount or explain 
what they have been doing in 
school. Reminding them to use 
connectives such as however, 
therefore, although, otherwise 
and consequently will ensure that 
students expand their sentences. 
We hope that parents will take the 
opportunity to come and learn of 
further ways in which you can help 
your son / daughter develop their 
literacy at home by attending the 
special event on Wednesday 
23rd April.

Mrs Wilson

Headteacher’s Update
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Trip to Peter’s 
Booksellers

In December a group of 
Maidenhill students were 

selected to visit Peter’s Booksellers 
in Birmingham to help choose 
new books for our school Library. 
When we arrived we were given 
a brief introduction about the 
different sections. We were then 
put into groups for different book 
categories, for example teen fiction, 
junior fiction and non-fiction. We 
were given trolleys which we filled 
up quite quickly, as there were so 
many books to choose from.

It was a good experience because 
it was something we might not get 
the chance to do again.  When we 
first saw the books we couldn’t 
wait to get started. It was great to 
be able to choose books that we 
hadn’t had at school before, and 
that we thought a lot of people 
would like and read.

Natalie Jennings 8FAS & 
Sam Brunsdon 8DKG

SPAG of the Month

Since December we have 
introduced something called 

“SPAG of the month.” SPAG 
means spelling, punctuation and 
grammar. There are posters up in 
every classroom and if you look 
around the corridor you can see all 
the little words for SPAG.

SPAG has helped me because one 
day when I was in English with 

Mr Bastow I was writing my end 
of term assessment about War 
Horse when I wrote the wrong 
‘there’. This has made me think 
really hard about it and most of 
the time I get it right now.

I think SPAG is a good idea 
because it helps in every lesson as 
well as English. There are posters 
everywhere which constantly 
remind us how important spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are. 

There are different types of SPAG. 
In January it was “there, their and 
they’re” and in February it was 
“were, wear and where.”

I would really like the next SPAG 
of the month to be about hyphens, 
because I’m not sure how to use 
them.

Lucy Tyror-Taylor – 8DCE
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GCSE Poetry 
Live Trip

On the 7th February Year 11 
English Literature students 

went to the Poetry Live! event 
in Bath. Poetry Live! is a series 
of annual events held for GCSE 
English Literature students. 

At the event in Bath we all got to 
see and hear performances from 
a brilliant collection of poets, 
many of which we are studying 
in lessons. They performed their 
own poems and others from 
the GCSE Poetry Anthology. 
The audience also got the chance 
to ask the poets questions about 
their poems. Their answers 
we can now use to extend our 
understanding of the poems 
and add to our written exam 
responses. 

Throughout the day there were 
readings from Carol Anne Duffy, 
Gillian Clarke, Simon Armitage 
(one of my personal favourites), 
Imtiaz Dharker, Daljit Nagra and 
John Agard. There were also 
two examiner sessions where 
an examiner from AQA gave us 
invaluable guidance and advice 
about the two exam questions we 
will have to answer on poetry. 

The poets’ performances were 
all entertaining, especially the 
performance of John Agard who 
came onto the stage last. All 
the comments he made about 
his poems, and the poems of 
others, were funny and incredibly 
knowing. He has a tremendous 
stage presence and a great sense 
of humour. Overall, the trip was 
very beneficial and it was great to 
hear personally from the poets.

Ellie Martin - 11DDG

World Book Day
On Thursday 6th March 2014 

Maidenhill School celebrated 
the 17th National World Book Day, 
with over 100 other countries. 

Every student was lucky enough to 
receive a £1 book token to be spent 
on one of the short World Book Day 
releases or to get money off their 
own choice.

Throughout the week we enjoyed 
group readings from Ian McEwan’s 
fantastical ‘The Daydreamer’ in the 
new Hub area outside the library 
and designed alternative book 
covers for some famous children’s 
books, such as ‘Percy Jackson’ and 
‘Harry Potter’. 

It was also great to see many 
students get involved in the book 
speed dating which included sharing 
your favourite book with another 
student in only one minute, with an 
aim to persuade them to read your 
chosen text. The buzz in the Hub 
was undeniable. 

Amberlea Jones, from Year 8 

explained her experience of this event 
in more detail. 

‘On Wednesday the 5th of March 
we had book speed dating in 
support of World Book Day, and it 
was held in the new Learning Hub. 
First, we all had to sit on a number. 
If you sat on a number 1 you didn’t 
move, but if you sat on a number 2 
you did. We all had sheets to write 
about books other people told us 
about. The event was great fun and 
by the end of it I had a lot of new and 
exciting ideas for new books to read 
and enjoy.

In my opinion I found that it was a 
really good idea and a fun way to 
share the books we love to read.’

Many students also took part in the 
‘Design a bookmark’ competition 
which will result in several entries 
being produced and made available 
in the library. It was a fantastic 
opportunity for Maidenhill to 
celebrate our love of reading and 
share some personal favourites. 

Amberlea Jones – 8DDG

Congratulations! 59 of our Year 11 students have gained an Adult 
Numeracy qualification and 58 students have an Adult Literacy 

qualification so far. 

ALAN Results

Maths Challenge

Year 9 and Year 10 students have taken part in maths challenges 
this year. Oliver Ayre achieved a silver award in the National Maths 

Challenge. Jordan Hodges and Josh Holme were part of the winning team 
in the Maths Challenge at Sir Thomas Keble.



Year 8 and 9 girls’ football team 
played outstandingly well in 

the level 2 Gloucestershire School 
Games football tournament at 
Rednock, winning against Archway 
and drawing against Thomas Keble. 
Goals were scored by Megan Ford 
and Mae Niblett with player of the 
tournament awarded to Jesse Bull. 

The Year 10 and 11 girls’ football 
team took part in the level 2 
Gloucestershire School Games 
football tournament at Rednock. 
The team played really well 
together and thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience. Player of the 
tournament was awarded to 
Harriet Wright.

Molly Cremins, Megan Ford 
and Jesse Bull are representing 
Gloucestershire as School 
Games Makers. The girls have 
attended training days and are 
currently helping at a range 
of sporting events. This is a 
fantastic opportunity to work with 
students from other schools in 
the Gloucestershire area whilst 
supporting the development and 

SPORT
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enjoyment of sport for other 
students.

Maidenhill Year 9 boys’ football 
team played extremely well against 
Wycliffe in an attempt to retain 
the Stonehouse Challenge Cup. 
The commitment and team work 
from the team was excellent and 
all players should be very proud of 
their performance. Unfortunately, 
the boys were defeated but held 
their heads high as they battled 
hard, and played really well. 

‘This year our Year 9 boys’ football 
team have played five games. First 
of all we played away at Sir William 
Romney, narrowly losing 3-2 on 
a wet and muddy pitch. Our best 
performance came in our second 
game away at Thomas Keble, 
where we won 2-1. Next we played 
Wycliffe in The Stonehouse Cup. 
We lost but we played well. The 
same happened in the next game 
as we had a good game but lost 
against Kingshill. Our final game was 
really close but we just lost 1-0. We 
have made big improvements since 
our first game and we would like to 
thank Mr Clements for managing us 
and taking us to games.’

Jordan Marks & Max Gomer – 9FDH

Former student, Dani Sharpe, 
who now attends Archway 

Sixth Form, recently spent a week 
at Maidenhill School on work 
experience. Dani was involved in 
leading parts of some PE lessons, 
assisting with extra-curricular clubs 
and spending time observing and 
supporting students in a variety of 
lessons.

“I’m currently at Archway Sixth 
Form studying geography and 
double sport. I aim to finish with a B 
or hopefully an A in geography and 
two distinction stars in sport. 

There are two exams in geography 
in Year 12 and then two exams 
in Year 13. In Year 12 you study 
extreme weather, rebranding, 
globalisation and world at risk. 

For double sport there’s no exam as 
it’s a BTEC. This course links with 
science, especially biology. 
The name of the course is Level 3 
sport and exercise sciences. This 
course is a mixture of practical 
and theory although it is mostly 
theory based as it is assignments. 
During Year 12 you cover 6 units, 
anatomy, physiology, psychology, 
Work Experience, fitness testing 
and training and the components 
of fitness. 

After Year 13 I plan to go to 
university, either to study sport or 
geography or even both, and then I 
would like to do a teacher training 
course to become a PE teacher.”

Danielle Sharpe
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Rotary Young Chef
I decided to enter the Rotary 

Young Chef competition because 
I love cooking, and have been 
cooking from a young age. Miss 
Fry and Ms Bingham were a great 
help and they were the people who 
gave me confidence to enter the 
competition. 
During the first round I was very 
nervous but also excited. I decided 
to make my Mum’s chilli con carne 
and pineapple upside - down cake. 
I was up against older students and 
I was extremely surprised when 
the two judges announced that I 
had won, as I thought the other 
contestants’ food looked better 
than mine! 
People from the Stonehouse 
Rotary Club came with me through 
each round as they arrange the 
competition every year. For winning 
the first round I was awarded a book 
by Lorraine Pascal. 
For the second round we had 
to cook a three course meal. 
For my starter I cooked spinach and 
feta filo rolls, followed by chicken 
wrapped in Parma ham stuffed with 
Philadelphia, capers and sundried 
tomatoes served with homemade 
chips and broccoli. For my desert I 
cooked pineapple upside-down 
cake with homemade ice-cream. 
I was up against six other people and 
when they announced I had won 
for a second time I couldn’t believe 
it! I was awarded an apron that said 
Rotary Club District Finalist – I was 
so pleased. 
The judges also gave me lots of 
helpful feedback and wished me 
luck.The next round was at 
Bourton-on-the Water and I 
decided to do the same, but I just 
changed the second course around 
a bit, serving it with carrots and a 
BBQ sauce. Unfortunately, I did not 
get through that round, but I was 
happy with what I had achieved.

Imogen Louks – 7RLA

Year 10 Hospitality Celebration 
Lunch for Kier Construction

On Tuesday 21st of January 
2014, we catered for a 

celebration lunch for the Kier 
Construction team. Year 10 
hospitality students were asked 
to serve a three course meal in 
celebration of being in the last stage 
of the building work at Maidenhill. 
We aimed to serve a delicious 
three course meal for twenty five 
people, catering for anyone with 
special dietary needs, and one that 
everyone attending would enjoy. 
We also used this as a practice for 
our final event in the summer term. 

Our event was very successful 
and enjoyed thoroughly by our 
customers. The choices for the 
three course meal were; tomato 
soup or stuffed field mushrooms 
for the starter and cottage pie or 
chickpea and vegetable curry for 
the main course. For dessert they 
could choose from either chocolate 
brownie with ice-cream and 
chocolate sauce, or fruit meringues 
with a berry coulis and cream. 
We all really enjoyed the event and 
look forward to the next one. We 
had lots of positive feedback from 
the customers, mainly getting fours 
and fives as our overall ratings for 
the event. One customer wrote, 
‘Great food, great service, students 
are a credit to the school!’. We were 
all very pleased to get such great 
feedback from our customers and 
hope all our events to come are as 
good, if not better, than this one.

Jasmine Sweetland – 10FDH

The Big Cake Show

Lucy-Marie Tremlin - 8FDH 
- entered the BIG Cake 

Show which aimed to inspire 
budding bakers to show off their 
knowledge and skill. The regional 
finals took place earlier in the year, 
with 10 talented students from 
across the South West, baking 

for their place in the final. On the 
28th February, Lucy-Marie was 
confirmed as one of 3 finalists. 
The competition was designed 
to encourage young bakers to 
create an original amazing bake 
within a budget of just £5. The 
final involves baking in front of an 
audience to be crowned The BIG 
School Cake Challenge Champion 
2014 on the 28th March.

Lucy described her experience - ‘I 
was entered into The Big Cake 
Show and I have so far got 
through the semi-finals. This will 
take me onto the final at the end 
of March in West Point, Exeter, 
where Mary Berry will be one 
of the judges. I made a luxurious 
3 tier lemon cake, topped with 
lemon and lime with orange 
buttercream and zest.’
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children in the UK and students in 
developing countries to their equal 
and mutual benefit.

Maidenhill students will find out 
from Education for All, where 
the furniture is sent, information 
on the destination school and 
the community it benefits. 
Mrs Wilson, Head Teacher, said 
“We are delighted to be working 
in partnership with Education for 
All to ensure that the furniture we 
donate benefits the people who 
need it most”.
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Students at Maidenhill have 
donated tables and chairs 

to Education for All as part of a 
commitment to recycling and their 
awareness of global citizenship. 
Maidenhill has been able to 
replace the tables and chairs as 
a result of the school’s building 
refurbishment programme.

Education for All is a charity 
which re-uses school furniture 
in classrooms in developing 
countries, and seeks to build a 
better understanding between 

Education for All Rodborough Christmas Fayre

In December Rodborough 
Learning Community raised 

funds for charity by organising a 
Christmas Fayre. There were a 
variety of stalls with students and 
staff selling items such as candles, 
books and homemade biscuits, 
together with a number of raffles 
to try your luck on. The Cats 
Protection League and RSPCA 
also had stalls for the evening, 
benefiting two additional charities. 
The Coffee Shop opened especially 
to support the festive fundraising 
by selling cakes and hot drinks. 

The evening was a great success 
raising a total of £326.82 with 
the proceeds being split between 
Shelter and Macmillan.

For the second year running 
Doverow Learning Community 

have raised money to support 
the ‘Spring Centre Charity’ 
in Quedgeley through the 
selling of Valentine’s cards and 
chocolates. Mr Clements received 
help from Year 11 students in all 
four communities. Students were 
able to purchase a Valentine’s 
card and chocolate then have it 
delivered to the lucky recipient on 
Valentine’s Day during registration. 
The team of Cupids did a fantastic 
job, raising in the region of £40, 
and a large number of students 
received a gift from a secret 
admirer. 

Thank you to the Year 11 students 
who worked hard to sell and deliver 
the cards for Valentine’s Day, 
making sure ‘Love was in the air’.

Year 9 students with Mrs Wilson and some of the donated furniture

Frocester Christmas Fundraising

Following the success of selling 
and delivering Candy Canes 

at Christmas last year, Frocester 
again sold Candy Canes with the 
aim to raise more funds for charity. 

Canes proved to be very popular 
this year with over 40 Frocester 
students giving up their lunch and 
break times to sell the canes on 
a rota system, which were then 
delivered by 10 different Santas 
during registration periods, raising 
£115.50 for the Meningitis Trust!

Love is in the Air
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Also, spreading the love 
for Valentine’s Day this 
year, Rodborough held a 
lucky dip in aid of The Cats 
Protection League, raising 
£19.90. Students, paying 
20p a ticket, tried to win 
their loved ones a teddy 
by picking a lucky number.
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Riot Act

The Riot Act was a giant eye 
opener for me, making me 

realise that I need to set a goal and 
put 110% into achieving it. Since 
watching the performance I feel 
that my attitude to learning has 
improved.

When the actors presented their 
first play they travelled into the 
future and they soon realised that 
they were on the wrong path, 
because they didn’t care. When 
they travelled back to the present 
they quickly got to work on making 
better choices for brighter futures.

During the second half of the 
production they showed us how to 
go to a work interview and how to 
make a good impression. It was a 
really good experience and I would 
recommend it to people who don’t 
know what they want to do in the 
future, and to those who haven’t 
set any goals.

William Wheeler – 7RKF

Careers Advice
It has been a very busy year for 

Year 9 and Year 11 students.
As well as concentrating on their 
studies they have been choosing 
their options and making plans for 
their next steps and future careers.  
I have had the pleasure of working 
with these year groups at Maidenhill 
School and meeting some of you 
during the Post 16 and Choices 
evenings. 

All Year 9s took part in a’ How to 
choose your GCSE Options’ lesson 
with me and they also used a career 
software programme called Kudos 
during Learning for Life lessons to 
research jobs, which might be of 
interest to them.

Year 11s have taken part in a session 
with me to help them reflect on how 

they make decisions, looking at what 
their options are after year 11 and 
what to consider when choosing 
what or where to study, or whether 
to take up an apprenticeship.  
This was followed up with a one 
to one careers interview with each 
student to discuss individual plans 
and to identify other opportunities 
or to extend their plans further.

Other opportunities have been 
available to attend such as 
engineering workshops at SGS 
College in Stroud and the Ambitions 
Event at Stratford Park.

I will be running some sessions 
with Year 8 and 10 students later 
in the year.

Kim Harris
Careers Advisor

Trip to the Tate Modern
In October last year the majority 

of Year 10 and 11 students 
taking GCSE Art and Design went 
to the Tate Modern in London 
and to Covent Garden. We saw 
lots of sights on the way there, 
including St Paul’s Cathedral and 
the London Eye.

St Paul’s Cathedral turned out 
to be directly opposite the Tate 
Modern and we also saw the 
Millennium Bridge. As a keen 
photographer and artist it was 
interesting to see so much 
variation in the buildings and 
architecture around London. 
St Paul’s is one of the best pieces 
of architecture in the world, 
known for its many columns 
and large dome.

In the Tate we saw many works 
of art by famous artists, such as 
Monet who was a founder of the 

Impressionists. As well as seeing 
work by Monet, Matisse and 
Picasso we also saw some of my 
favourite artist’s work, Salvador 
Dali. The one thing I love about 
him is that, although his paintings 
are complete fantasy, he makes 
them look real in the mind’s eye, 
and the closer you look the more 
you see.

After the Tate we headed off 
to Covent Garden to do some 
shopping, although I must admit 
I was more interested in the 
structure of the market and the 
flow of the busy people.

Overall I had a great time. I learnt 
a lot about different artists and 
how they use their different styles 
and techniques to create great 
pieces of art.

Lamorran Trevenna - 10RCT
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Maidenhill Friends

TERM 5
Monday 21st April Bank Holiday
Tuesday 22nd April Start of Term 5
Wednesday 30th April KS3 - ‘How to help your child in English’ – 6.30pm
Monday 5th May Bank Holiday
Thursday 8th May School Council visit to Houses of Parliament
Monday 12th May Year 10 - Geography Field Visit
Saturday 17th May Boulogne Visit

Friday 23rd May End of Term 5

TERM 4
Monday 2nd June Start of Term 6
Tuesday 10th June Year 7 Parents’ Evening - 4.30pm – 7.00pm
Tuesday 24th June School Production of ‘Hairspray’ – 7pm
Wednesday 25th June Years 7 – 10 Prince of Wales Athletics
Wednesday 25th June School Production of ‘Hairspray’ – 7pm
Thursday 26th June  School Production of ‘Hairspray’ – 7pm
Friday 27th June INSET DAY – School Production of ‘Hairspray’ – 7pm
Thursday 3rd July Year 11 Leavers’ Ball – 7pm
Friday 4th July Year 6 Discovery Day
Monday 7th July Year 6 Parents Evening
Monday 14th July Sports Day (p.m.)
Wednesday 16th July Reserve Sports Day (p.m.)
Friday 18th July End of Term 6

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Now we have a new-look school we’d like to re-launch Maidenhill Friends.

Maidenhill Friends aim to support school events and organise fund raising 
for the benefit of students.

Come and find out more at an informal get-together at 7pm on Thursday 
1st May.

To be involved with the School 
Council means that we are the active 

voice for young people in the school. 
This includes listening to everyone’s 
comments and to report back to the 
meeting leaders. The School Council 
decided to elect a Chairperson, a Vice 
Chair and a Scribe. Mr Rome and Mrs 
Ward, decided that, although they are 
the two staff that run the School Council, 
it would benefit the students to take 
control as we could gain a lot of new 
skills and confidence doing this. 

To become a member of the School 
Council you needed to be elected 
by your fellow students. All the 
candidates had to stand up in front of 
the rest of their community and give 
a ‘why you should pick me to be your 
representative’ speech. By becoming a 
School Council representative we have 
already shown the progress we have 
made by being able to stand up in front 
of everyone and to face our fears.
 Maidenhill School Council have been 
discussing ways to improve learning and 
teaching and also what to rename the 
new Learning Hub. The most popular 
idea was The Atrium. Teachers support 
the students by arranging for people to 
come and sit in on a meeting, where we 
will discuss issues and ideas. Mrs Wilson 
has very kindly allowed us to take one 
lesson a term to have our meeting so 
we can have a full fifty minute meeting 
where we can thoroughly discuss all the 
items on the agenda. As we are school 
council we can raise our own issues and 
add them to the agenda any time before 
the meeting commences.

Roxanne Mould – 11FCN
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School Council

Maidenhill School has 
launched a new network 

especially for former students, 
which can be accessed through 
the school website. The plan is 
to inform former students about 
open events, as well as news of all 
that’s happening in this forward-
thinking school.

The network has been timed 
to coincide with Maidenhill’s 

Calling all former students of Maidenhill School!
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I am in Year 7 and I represent 
Frocester Learning Community on 

the School Council.

At our meetings we discuss topics that 
students want us to talk about. 
We have talked about litter issues, 
anti-bullying, the school canteen and 
deep learning days. I enjoy being on the 
council because we have cakes at our 
meetings and make new friends with the 
students in the other year groups and 
Learning Communities.

Jacob Elliot - 7FBH

transformation after 18 months of 
improvements both indoors and out. 
In total £3.8 million has been spent 
on the refurbishment, including a 
light and airy central learning space 
and professionally-landscaped 
outdoor and social spaces.

Students are encouraged to 
register through the school’s 
website: 
www.maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk


